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at times represented in their tombs in carrying 
chairs, transported by varying numbers of porters, 
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Introduction 

The oldest representations of carrying chairs in 
private tombs,1
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the carrying chair, originally a prerogative of a 
king and after that of his descendants, became 
accessible to a limited number of elite members, 
not necessarily of royal descent; since the regular 
or temporary use of the sedan chair being at least 
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a carrying chair may have been undertaken out of 
mundane reasons (in order to inspect the agricul�
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A note on land travel and roads in the Nile 
 Valley 
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Excursus: On the porters of carrying chairs 
outside and after the Dynastic Egypt
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